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SUBJECT: DETENTE IN THE MEXICAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 

REF: MEXICO 21542, DEC 77 

1 . REFTEL REPORTED EFFORT BY RODOLFO GONZALEZ GUEVARA, 

HEAD OF THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES, TO REMOVE PRI DEPUTY 
VICTOR MANZANILLA SCHAFFER FROM HIS POSITION ON THE GRAN 
COMISION AND HIS CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE FOR DISSENTING FROM THE PRI PARTY LINE. PARTLY 
AS A RESULT OF NEGATIVE PRESS REACTION TO GONZALEZ' 

ACTION, MANZANILLA HAS RECEIVED A "STAY OF EXECUTION". 

2. THE NEGATIVE PRESS REACTION REVEALED THAT GONZALEZ DID 
NOT HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO REMOVE MANZANILLA FROM EITHER 
POSITION. HE CAN ONLY BE REMOVED FROM THE GRAN COMISION 

BY THE YUCATAN DELEGATION THAT NOMINATED HIM, AND FROM HIS 
CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE BY THE 
GRAN COMISION. IT IS UNLIKELY ANYTHING WILL BE DONE UNTIL 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES RECONVENES IN SEPTEMBER. AT THAT 
TIME THE CHAMBER WILL DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT MANZANILLA S 
RESIGNATION, WHICH HE CONTINUES TO SAY WAS REQUESTED BY 
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GONZALEZ GUEVARA. HOWEVER, GONZALEZ NOW DENIES THAT HE 
REQUESTED MANZANILLA'S RESIGNATION. IN THE MEANTIME 
MANZANILLA REMAINS ACTIVE ON THE FOREIGN RELATIONS COM- 
MITTEE IN ARRANGING INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS WITH 
POLAND AND FINLAND. 

3. COMMENT: THE PASSAGE OF TIME MAY SERVE TO VINDICATE 
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MANZANILLA AND CALL IN TO QUESTION GONZALEZ' ABILITY TO 
MANAGE WHAT PROMISES TO BE A MORE OPEN AND DIVERSE 
CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES. ALTHOUGH THE INCREASED OPPOSITION IN 
THE CHAMBER WILL NOT BECOME A REALITY UNTIL THE NEXT 
ELECTIONS IN 1979, THERE ARE SIGNS THAT EVEN THE PRESENT 
DEPUTIES ARE BEGINNING TO SENSE THAT THE WINDS OF CHANGE 
WILL BE BLOWING. THE ALTERED COMPOSITION LIKELY TO OCCUR 
UNDER POLITICAL REFORM WILL REQUIRE A PARTY LEADER WHO CAN 
SKILLFULLY MANAGE THE PRI DEPUTIES AS WELL AS MANIPULATE 
THE OPPOSITION. LOPEZ PORILLO MAY FIND IT NECESSARY TO 
REPLACE GONZALEZ WITH SOMEONE MORE AKIN TO THE BULL- 
FIGHTER THAN THE BULL. LUCEY 
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